
 

Holiday 2025
Member Newsletter

Please read on for new ways to support the libraries during your holiday giving,
Library news and meeting information, and a second installment article about Libby
written by one of our volunteers. Our next book sale is January 10-18, with member
night on the 9th. Please see the events calendar below.

 

Give a gift to the
Library Lovers and Bibliophiles

in your life AND
Support the Libraries!

Our new online options make it easier
for you to:

Gift a Membership to the Friends
and/or to

Donate to the Friends In Honor of
your Loved Ones

Also:
Shop for books on our Amazon store

 

Library Budget News and
Meeting Information

Library Budget Update: On October 15,
the Library Board of Trustees voted to (1)
request a flat budget for the next fiscal
year, and (2) request a small increase that

​Events Calendar

November 18th:
Board of County
Commissioners meeting (see
news section)
November 19th:
Library Board of Trustees
meeting (see news section)

January 9, 3-6pm:
Book Sale Members Only
Night. (Current members
only. Renew at the door.)
January 10-18, 10am-4pm:
Book Sale open to the public.
January 18:
Bag Day at the Book Sale. $5
per bag. We provide the bag.

https://washoelibraryfriends.org/gift-membership-form/
https://washoelibraryfriends.org/make-a-monetary-donation/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=merchant-items&me=A28KJ7JATSD5RP&rh=p_72%3A2661618011&s=date-desc-rank&dc&marketplaceID=ATVPDKIKX0DER&qid=1763150998&rnid=2661617011&xpid=lGgVnyMs-tmM4&ref=sr_nr_p_72_1&ds=v1%3Ac6QIr0Hg6b1sk4piJqOYEHIAInm9b24DyGHohVrDZvg
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=86880410-e168-465e-bfda-6e7b8fb7658d


will bring the collections budget up to
Nevada State Library standard of 10% of
the total budget. The next step for the
library budget will be a presentation at the
Board of County Commissioners
meeting, probably on Tuesday,
November 18th at 10 a.m. at 1001 E.
Ninth Street, Building A, Reno, NV 89512.
Upcoming Library Board meeting: With
the current round of budget talks
completed, the library board might be
addressing these urgent needs for the
library system: progress on the hiring of a
Library Director; whether the board will
request the $1.3M set aside by the county
for the library. Wednesday, November
19th at 5:30p.m. at North Valleys Library,
1075 N Hills Blvd, Reno, NV 89506.

The above information was excerpted from the
latest newsletter of fellow library advocates
Freedom to Read Nevada.

Thanks to everybody who came to our
Annual Meeting on the 12th!

At the meeting we announced that:
Volunteers gave more than 12,500 hours 
Our Book Sales raised $118,116.61 in
2025
Our Amazon Store sold $34,722.70
worth of books in the last 12 months
We have plans to expand our volunteer
opportunities, fundraising options, and
outreach activities in 2026
We'll be introducing Pet Friends
memberships next year

Hope to see you at the meeting next November!

Call for Strong
Volunteers!

We could use some more
volunteers who can move
heavy boxes of books! If
you're interested and are
available during one of our
usual volunteer shifts
(Tuesdays-Fridays 10am-
noon), please reach out!
We'll make sure the boxes
aren't too heavy!

Remember!
Using the Libraries Helps

Support the Libraries!
Visit your library
Check out books
Use Libby
Book a meeting room
Check out the Explorer
to find events
Remind your friends,
family, colleagues and
neighbors about
everything the libraries
offer

Libby Accessibility and Personalization Guide

Discover Libby Reading Options
Libby offers a variety of customizable

https://freedomtoreadnevada.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=a397692d87e43fa0329bd48f524a3dc266f3293d320db515571d3e000d26d68d&blog_id=235812602&post_id=1394&user_id=261462285&subs_id=763767342&signature=0062f9a513efbc20f522d99d29e3e3b1&email_name=new-post&user_email=taradeq@gmail.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9tYXBzLmFwcC5nb28uZ2wvOWNWSnFidkJncVQ1RDhNUDc&email_id=7516c5cd67b96a43d1ace77f1674f8ce
https://ftrnevada.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=merchant-items&me=A28KJ7JATSD5RP&rh=p_72%3A2661618011&s=date-desc-rank&dc&marketplaceID=ATVPDKIKX0DER&qid=1763150998&rnid=2661617011&xpid=lGgVnyMs-tmM4&ref=sr_nr_p_72_1&ds=v1%3Ac6QIr0Hg6b1sk4piJqOYEHIAInm9b24DyGHohVrDZvg
https://www.washoecountylibrary.us/events/explorer.php
https://www.washoecountylibrary.us/events/explorer.php


features designed to support readers with
vision, hearing, or mobility limitations, making
reading enjoyable for everyone. With options
to adjust text, lighting, speed, volume, and
movement, you can personalize your reading
to suit your needs. The following guide
outlines how to make the most of Libby’s
accessibility and appearance settings.
Appearance Settings
Text Scale
To modify the appearance of your book or
magazine, tap the page and select the capital "A" at the top right corner. From
there, use the slider to adjust the text size. For more options, select accessibility
sizes. If you are reading magazines, picture books, or comics and need to zoom in
or out, you can tap on the zoom icon at the top of the page and use your thumb and
index finger to “pinch” the screen and change the text size.
Lighting
In the Appearance settings, you can choose the lighting that is most comfortable for
your eyes: Bright, Sepia, or Dark. Selecting the right lighting can enhance contrast
and reduce eye strain.
Book Design and Typeface
Adjust text on the page by tapping through the available design and typeface
options, including custom choices. Libby offers OpenDyslexic typefaces, which
show heavy-weighted bottoms, unique shapes, and wide spacing. These fonts are
specifically designed to help prevent letters from appearing rotated or flipped—a
common challenge for readers with dyslexia—and to reduce letter confusion.
Screen Reader Compatibility
For visually impaired users, Libby is compatible with screen readers such as NVD
and VoiceOver. These tools read on-screen text aloud to provide descriptions for a
more accessible experience. For help using this feature, ask your librarian or refer
to Reading a book using a screen reader.
Text Justification
Libby has options for left-aligned or justified text. Most users find left-aligned text
more comfortable, as it gives a relaxed appearance and consistent spacing, making
it easier and faster for the eye to move to the start of each new line. In contrast,
center-justified text can create uneven gaps, and make reading more difficult for
people with dyslexia and those using assistive technology.
Line Spacing and Weight
Line spacing and font weight also affect readability. Ample line spacing prevents
text from feeling crowded or too sparse, allowing your eye to track lines smoothly
and comfortably. Font weight, or the thickness of the text, also impacts clarity; a
heavier font may appear bold but could look cluttered and be more difficult to read.
Libby provides three line-spacing options, with 1.6 being the recommended setting,
but the best spacing is the one that feels easiest for you to read.
Using Libby with Hearing Aids
Libby uses the audio “source” that your phone is connected to. If your hearing aids
are already paired with your device via Bluetooth, make sure the phone’s Bluetooth
menu shows the hearing aids as the chosen audio source. Most hearing aids are
Bluetooth compatible, but if yours are not yet paired, you will need to do this first.
After pairing, follow these steps:
1.    Open Libby and borrow an audiobook.
2.    Go to your phone’s settings and open the Bluetooth menu.
3.    Ensure Bluetooth is turned on. If your hearing aids have already been paired,

https://help.libbyapp.com/en-us/6244.htm


check that they are connected. If not, connect them to your device. On most
devices, the audio “source” is managed in the phone’s media player in the quick
access control center.
A convenient feature of Libby is that if you receive a phone call while reading,
playback will pause to let you to take the call. When you finish, Libby will resume
exactly where you left off.
More Accessibility Features
Additional accessibility options are available on the Libby menu. To explore these
settings, go to Menu > Settings > Accessibility. Here you can adjust features such
as color variation, motion, and vibrations, as well as options for orientation, timing,
and keyboard shortcuts.

Make Libby your own and enjoy more comfortable reading! If you need a
hand with any of the tools, your librarians are always happy to help you.
Happy Reading!

For more Libby tips, tricks, and information for kids, watch for the next Friends
of Washoe County Library Newsletter.

  

The Friends of Washoe County Library was established in 1980 and is a Nevada nonprofit, 501(c)(3)
organization supporting the Washoe County Library System in Reno, NV. Federal Tax ID: 94-2747114. 

www.washoelibraryfriends.org | Contact Us

 

Friends of Washoe County Library | P.O. Box 7103 | Reno, NV 89510-7103 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.facebook.com/washoelibraryfriends/
https://www.instagram.com/friendsofwashoecountylibrary/
http://www.washoelibraryfriends.org
https://washoelibraryfriends.org/contact-us/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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